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Dear Friend, 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist stands in the center of Lafayette as one of the most 

recognized and loved landmarks in Acadiana.  I have been honored to serve as the Rector of this 

magnificent Cathedral for 13 years and have enjoyed its beauty and history.  The Cathedral grounds 

are actually home to five historical landmarks--the church, the oak, the cemetery, L'Évêché, and 

the Cathedral-Carmel School--which together account for a significant portion of our area’s 

history. While I have been privileged to lead the worship at our treasured Cathedral, I have also 

been charged with preserving these historical structures for future generations. 

In 2021, I enacted a three-part preservation plan which began with phase I, the installation of a new 

HVAC system, a new roof, and a complete waterproofing of the Cathedral exterior. This exterior 

work was funded through the 2021 Historic Preservation Gala. Thank you to generous patrons all 

over Acadiana who supported our efforts. 

With the exterior preserved, it is now time to turn our attention to phase 2, the interior phase. The 

last interior restoration took place almost 40 years ago. It is time to repair the moisture damage 

caused by the leaky roof and HVAC system.  The plaster will be repaired and then a full repaint of 

the interior will be completed. At the same time, significant upgrades are needed to our lighting as 

well as our sound system. The pews and floors will also be stripped and repaired, our stained- glass 

windows preserved and the altar rail, currently in the church basement, will be re-installed.  This 

project is estimated at $2.5 million.  While costly, these restoration projects must be undertaken to 

preserve our majestic Cathedral. 

Once again we will host a Historic Preservation Gala to support the restoration costs of phase 2.  By 

becoming a sponsor of this second Historic Preservation Gala, held on Saturday, November 18, 

2023, you are playing a big part in the preservation of one of Acadiana’s treasures.  The Gala will 

be a festive night of delicious food provided by some of Acadiana’s favorite restaurants, drinks, 

entertainment by The Good Dudes, and an art and artifacts silent auction.  Additionally, we have a 

special evening planned on October 3, 2023 exclusively for our sponsors. Patrons will be invited to 

a private Mass at St. John Cathedral, followed by Cocktails and Photos Under the Cathedral Oak, 

and culminating with a celebration at L'Évêché.  You won’t want to miss this unique evening! 

From the Red Mass (attorneys) to the Blue Mass (law enforcement) to the White Mass (physicians), 

from PASA performances to Chorale Acadienne concerts, from baptisms to weddings to funerals, 

the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist is truly Acadiana’s Cathedral.  From ordination ceremonies 

for deacons and priests to recognition ceremonies for diocesan teachers, principals, and parish 

members to serving as the home church for the diocese, our Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

serves all Catholics in the Diocese of Lafayette. In our care for our common spiritual home, I ask 

you to join me in providing financial support for this necessary and important restoration project. 

May God bless you. 

Very Rev. Chester C. Arceneaux, V.F. 

Rector 
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